










While the above 10 elements comprise the important context of our 

personal response to Caritas in Veritate, of equal importance to an 

understanding of CALL is our Preamble which is set forth in our 

constitutional document. These words describe who and what we are and 

how we aspire to the faithfulness to which we are called.

CALL’s Preamble

In communion with the teachings of our Catholic Church, and called by 

our bishop representatives as leaders within the Hispanic community in the 

United States, we come together for the purpose of serving God through 

the mission of the Church. Accordingly, we seek to form this organization – 

the Catholic Association of Latino Leaders - “CALL” - to serve as a means 

by which we might facilitate the dialogue and collaboration between our 

Church and our Latino community.

In our work, we shall hold in highest priority the faithfulness to God’s 

plan for mankind and for our own lives seeking to give Him Glory and to 

follow the Lord Jesus whom we recognize and embrace as the Truth, the 

Way and the Life. We make ourselves available to serve to the fullest of 

our capabilities and possibilities the mission of the Church. We gratefully 
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embrace the blessing of being part of God’s family, the Church, and commit 

to building it up as a community of mind and heart through the friendship 

and solidarity we extend to each other as members of CALL and to all of 

our sisters and brothers in Christ.

We actively embrace the issues of preserving and promoting Catholic values 

such as the sanctity and dignity of life, marriage and family life, Catholic 

faith formation and education, vocations to the priesthood and consecrated 

life and promoting the evangelization of culture and the common good, all 

in collaboration with our bishops.

Our ranks shall include Hispanics from varying business and professional 

backgrounds dedicated to transforming our own lives and communities 

according to the Gospel, and speaking out on social and faith issues 

important to both the Catholic Church and Latinos. As such, we shall seek 

to not only be a part of a national dialogue on these important issues, but 

to be a force of influence on the outcome of such dialogues in ways tangible 

and relevant to our Church and communities.
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In the Spirit which leads us, this organization shall always provide a 

welcoming and inviting atmosphere by which Catholics might reengage in 

their faith and re-establish their place in this community of faith.

Called by a vision to serve our Catholic Church, and compelled by a desire 

to preserve our human and faith values, CALL members commit themselves 

to a personal effort to grow in holiness and to recognize our obligation to 

work for the common good as teachers of faith through our example.

After our dicastery meetings of April 2010, we committed ourselves to 

offer to you an expression of how we seek to respond in faith to your call in 

Caritas in Veritate. It is our prayer that your heart will hear and consider our 

response, respectfully submitted in fidelity and support.
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PART II

CALL’s Response to the Challenges  

of Caritas in Veritate

An Invitation to Reflection and Action

The current crisis obliges us to re-plan our journey, to set ourselves  

new rules and to discover new forms of commitment, to build on  

positive experiences and to reject negatives ones.  

The crisis thus becomes an opportunity for discernment, in which  

to shape a new vision for the future. 

 – Caritas in Veritate, 21
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July 20, 2011

To our Sisters and Brothers in CALL:

Introduction

In his encyclical Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth), Pope Benedict XVI 

offers an ethical analysis of the global economic crisis and an essential moral 

framework on how to move forward to build a more just, ethical and human 

economy. The encyclical includes profound reflections on the moral meaning 

of economic life and urgent calls for individuals and institutions to place 

ethics and concern for the poor at the center of the new global economy. 

Our Holy Father’s letter challenges leaders in business and professional life,  

investors and consumers, public officials and citizens to avoid the pursuit 

of narrow, short-term economic interests and instead to practice Caritas 

in Veritate: genuine love founded on truth, which begins with the search 

for justice and pursues the common good in our economic choices. Pope 

Benedict places this call directly within the economic signs of the times and 

anchors it in the timeless person of Jesus Christ and His truth which sets us 

free from the ideologies, prejudices and secularism of our own times. 
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Pope Benedict is calling us to think and act anew. The Catholic Association 

of Latino Leaders (CALL) accepts our Holy Father’s invitation and humbly 

offers our members this brief summary of his encyclical, calling upon each of 

you to respond in your own discerned way to the Holy Father’s call and the 

social teaching of our beloved Church. We hope this document will assist 

our members and others to hear the message of his letter, to reflect on its 

challenges to us, and then act in accord with its principles.

For the full text of the encyclical, go to:

http://www.vatican.va > (choose language) > Encyclicals > Caritas in 

Veritate ( June 29, 2009)

You may also go to the CALL website at www.call-usa.org and click on the 

link under the Articles tab.

Aspiration

“Development is impossible without upright men and women, without 

financiers and politicians whose consciences are finely attuned to the 

requirements of the common good.” (71) 

This response is an invitation to reflect on this powerful letter and to 

carefully consider what it is asking us to do differently in our business and 

professional, in economic and public life and in our role as “faithful citizens.” 
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In this document we aspire to:

•	 Share, at least in part, the powerful message of Caritas in Veritate

•	 Reflect on its particular challenges for us as Catholic Hispanic 

Americans in business and the professions 

•	 Invite our members and others to reflect on several of the most 

important and timely themes raised by the encyclical

•	 Encourage individual discernment and action on how best to apply 

the principles and directions of Caritas in Veritate in our economic 

choices and our participation in public life. 

We hope these modest reflections will help form and call forth those 

“upright men and women” among our own members and throughout the 

Church and American society.  

Who We Are

The Catholic Association of Latino Leaders (CALL) is a unique 

organization of Catholic, Hispanic, American lay leaders who come together 

to transform our lives and communities according to the Gospel.  We are 

called to speak out on social and faith issues important to the Catholic 

Church, Latinos and the common good. 
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Each element of our identity and our Hispanic culture shapes who we are 

and how we respond to the challenges of Caritas in Veritate: 

Catholic:  We are disciples of Jesus Christ, formed by His Church and 

faithful to its teachings and its bishops.

Lay:  We are lay women and men called to actively live our faith in the 

world, to be “leaven,” “salt” and “light” in the transformation of society to 

reflect the values of the Gospel in recognition of the unique priesthood of 

the laity. 

Hispanic:  We, the first Catholics of the New World, share a common and 

distinct Latin identity, history and culture shaped by our unique traditions 

and values which commit us to family, community and Church. But while 

we are united in our faith, we are by no means uniform.  

American:  We are proud and active citizens of the United States and 

share in our nation’s blessings of liberty, freedom and opportunity with the 

recognition of the unique responsibilities inherent to these blessings.
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Faithful Citizens:  We are active participants in our democracy, 

defenders of social justice and human life and dignity, called to actively and 

without apology take our Catholic values into the public square.

Leaders:  We are active in our communities, have been blessed with 

success in business or our professional lives, and are committed to sharing 

and applying Catholic principles in personal, economic and public life so 

that by our example we might bring others to know the virtues of  

Charity in Truth. 

As Hispanic leaders called to advance the Church’s mission of 

evangelization, we believe we have a particular obligation to develop our 

own individual response to Caritas in Veritate informed by our own identity, 

heritage, experiences and commitments.  We accept our Holy Father’s 

challenge to bring “charity in truth” to a world in desperate need of both 

greater charity and more truth.   
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Caritas in Veritate:  

Challenges and Considerations

“The economy needs ethics in order to function correctly – 

not any ethics whatsoever, but an ethics which is people-centered.” (45)

In Caritas in Veritate, Pope Benedict profoundly challenges the economic 

and ethical status quo, pointing out failures and bright spots and calling for a 

new understanding of human development and economic life.  His teaching 

raises inescapable questions for us as Catholic Americans in business and the 

professions.

Caritas in Veritate is not simply the proclamation of moral principles, but is a 

powerful call to apply them to the concrete realities of today’s economy and 

society.  The letter’s scope is broad and the topics are many.  However, there 

are several key challenges which are particularly relevant to lay women and 

men who work in business and the professions, called to be “salt” and “light,” 

the “leaven” of the Gospels.

In Caritas in Veritate, Pope Benedict affirms, extends and applies the social 

teaching of his predecessors over the last 120 years. In particular, he builds 
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on his powerful first encyclical Deus Caritas Est which placed love for the 

poor and vulnerable at the very center of Catholic life: 

“Love of God and love of neighbor have become one: In the least of the 

brethren we find Jesus himself, and in Jesus we find God.”  (15)

This moral imperative to love, serve and stand with the poor informs every 

aspect of Caritas in Veritate and it must shape the reading and response to 

this letter. This is especially true of us, as members of CALL, and all who 

serve our business and professional communities as employers, creators of 

capital and partners in commercial enterprise within the context of our 

temporal needs.

In this reflection, CALL offers key insights and challenges from the 

encyclical as starting points for our personal reflection and response. Our 

true test, however, lies not in these starting points but rather in how these 

reflections might result in our acting differently as a result of our Holy 

Father’s call.
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Our reflections, within the context of this encyclical, can be depicted as follows:

In what ways is the Holy Father speaking to you personally?

How are you being called to act differently?

As members of CALL, there are three important contextual points that we 

must keep uppermost in our mind in this consideration:

•	 The words of Archbishop José Gomez when he said, “Justice 

in society begins in the human heart.” The pathway to justice is 

through your heart.

•	 You are called to be “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19) and it is your 

individual duty to live your vocation to the priesthood of the laity.

•	 It is you who must be leaven in the world, salt of the earth, and a 

light to your nation.
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How do his words 
encourage you in a 

profound way?

How do his words 
challenge you in a 

profound way?

How do his words 
call you to look at 
things differently?



Major Themes from Caritas in Veritate (excerpts)

1.	 Respect for Human Life and Dignity and the Unity of 		

	 Catholic Teaching 

Pope Benedict emphasizes the unity of the Church’s social and moral 

teaching, making fundamental connections between charity and truth, 

between the protection of life and pursuit of justice.  Benedict insists “there 

is a single teaching, consistent and at the same time ever new.” (12) The letter 

warns against “certain abstract subdivisions of the Church’s social doctrine,” 

insisting that “respect for life…cannot in any way be detached from questions 

concerning the development of peoples. Openness to life is at the centre of true 

development.” (12, 28)

Consideration: What are you doing to ensure that your voice is being 

heard in the protection of human life at every stage? Your commitment to 

life must be reflective in your public choices and in your courage to speak 

out in light of the strong secular forces imposing an agenda of so-called 

“personal rights.”
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2.	 The Demands of Charity 

The core of Caritas in Veritate is the essential connection between the duty 

to live out a demanding definition of charity and to anchor this love in the 

truth about the human person and the ethical requirements of economic life. 

The pope takes on those who dismiss charity as simply individual action or 

as irrelevant to structural economic reforms. He also insists charity begins 

with justice: “If we love others with charity, then first of all we are just towards 

them. Not only is justice not extraneous to charity, not only is it not an alternative 

or parallel path to charity: justice is inseparable from charity, and intrinsic to it. 

Justice is the primary way of charity.” (6) 

Pope Benedict makes a similar connection between charity and the 

common good: “The more we strive to secure a common good corresponding to 

the real needs of our neighbors, the more effectively we love them. Every Christian 

is called to practice this charity in a manner corresponding to his vocation 

and according to the degree of influence he wields in the pólis. This is the 

institutional path — we might also call it the political path — of charity, no less 

excellent and effective than the kind of charity which encounters the neighbor 

directly.” (7)
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Consideration: In what profound way are you personally working to 

demonstrate and advance charity and justice in your sphere of influence 

and beyond in your broader community? As a business and professional 

person, as an employer and as a citizen, you have many opportunities to be 

a living example – un ser ejemplar – and active witness of the Gospel. 

3.	 Ethics and Economics

A foundation of the letter is the moral dimension of economic life. 

According to Benedict, “The economy needs ethics in order to function correctly 

— not any ethics whatsoever, but an ethics which is people-centered.” (45) He 

points out that “the conviction that the economy . . . must be shielded from 

‘influences’ of a moral character, has led man to abuse the economic process in a 

thoroughly destructive way.” (34) The Holy Father insists “the Church’s social 

doctrine has always maintained that justice must be applied to every phase of 

economic activity. . . . Locating resources, financing, production, consumption 

and all the other phases in the economic cycle inevitably have moral implications. 

Thus every economic decision has a moral consequence.” (37) Investors and 

consumers have moral responsibilities, realizing “purchasing is always a moral 

— and not simply economic — act.” (66)
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Consideration: What are the moral and ethical implications of your 

daily professional life – in what you do and in what you do not do? Your 

daily activities must become a pathway for you and for others to conduct 

your business in ways that “build up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12)

4.	 Morality, Markets and Business 

The encyclical has a carefully balanced treatment of the moral dimensions 

of the market and the ethical responsibilities of business.  Benedict 

affirms and recognizes the advantages of the market and the essential role of 

business. He also laments the loss of trust in economic life: “Without internal 

forms of solidarity and mutual trust, the market cannot completely fulfill its proper 

economic function. And today it is this trust which has ceased to exist, and the loss 

of trust is a grave loss.” (35) The encyclical declares that “the market is not, and 

must not become, the place where the strong subdue the weak.” (36) 

It also suggests that “today’s international economic scene, marked by grave 

deviations and failures, requires a profoundly new way of understanding 

business enterprise.” (40) According to the Holy Father, “there is . . . a 

growing conviction that business management cannot concern itself only with the 

interests of the proprietors, but must also assume responsibility for all the other 
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stakeholders who contribute to the life of the business: the workers, the clients, the 

suppliers of various elements of production, the community.” (40) Pope Benedict 

argues that “the intention to do good must not be considered incompatible with the 

effective capacity to produce goods. Financiers must rediscover the genuinely ethical 

foundation of their activity, so as not to abuse the sophisticated instruments which 

can serve to betray the interests of savers. Right intention, transparency, and the 

search for positive results are mutually compatible and must never be detached 

from one another.” (65)

Consideration: Given the intensity and pressures of 21st century 

enterprise, have you become jaded or cynical about how business 

and industry operates and/or your role that process? You must not be 

disheartened. Do not lose your focus. Take comfort in God’s love for you. 

Today’s economy and business practices make it essential that your words 

and actions become a testimony to the Gospel in your own sphere of 

influence. 

5.	 Globalization and Solidarity 

Benedict also offers a complex and nuanced assessment of globalization, 

reaffirming that “globalization . . . is neither good nor bad. It will be what people 
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make of it. We should not be its victims, but rather its protagonists, acting in the light 

of reason, guided by charity and truth. . . . It is necessary to correct the malfunctions, 

some of them serious, that cause new divisions between peoples . . . The transition 

inherent in the process of globalization presents great difficulties and dangers that 

can only be overcome if we are able to appropriate the…ethical spirit that drives 

globalization towards the humanizing goal of solidarity.” (42) Pope Benedict says, 

“the risk for our time is that the de facto interdependence of people and nations is not 

matched by ethical interaction of consciences and minds that would give rise to truly 

human development.(9) According to the encyclical, “As society becomes ever more 

globalized, it makes us neighbors but does not make us brothers.” (19)

Consideration: In your world of enterprise, can you not immediately 

identify with Pope Benedict’s concept that making us more “connected” 

does not make us sisters and brothers? The very idea of considering your 

“contacts” in the same thought as “solidarity” is surely frightening. But 

Benedict says you are to “act in the light of reason, guided by charity and 

truth.” To this you are called to be a faithful disciple. 

6.	 Education of the Whole Person   

Pope Benedict calls for “greater access to education,” which “refers not only 
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to classroom teaching and vocational training — both of which are important 

factors in development — but to the complete formation of the person.” Caritas 

in Veritate says “in order to educate, it is necessary to know the nature of the 

human person, to know who he or she is. The pope warns us that “relativism 

makes everyone poorer and has a negative impact on the effectiveness of aid to the 

most needy populations, who lack not only economic and technical means, but also 

educational methods and resources to assist people in realizing their full human 

potential.” (61)

Consideration: When considering social justice, charity, truth and the 

poor and marginalized, can you not agree that education is the answer? To 

be a faithful citizen, you are obligated to speak out and fight for equality 

and justice in our educational system, so that all families can exercise the 

right to an education consistent with their faith and values, remembering 

that faith formation is just as important as academics. This is a cause in 

which you must be engaged in some meaningful way as your involvement 

can make a difference.

7.	 Care for Creation: Natural and Human Ecology

Caritas in Veritate offers an extended treatment of the “state of ecological 
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health” and the moral dimensions of the environment, a first for papal 

encyclicals. Benedict declares, “The environment is God’s gift to everyone, 

and in our use of it we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards future 

generations and towards humanity as a whole.” (48) He calls for “inter-

generational justice” and a “responsible stewardship over nature, in order to 

protect it, to enjoy its fruits and to cultivate it in new ways.”  Benedict links 

natural ecology and “human ecology,” calling on care for the earth and care for 

“the least of these” (Matthew 25) as complementary obligations: “it would be 

wrong to uphold one set of duties while trampling on the other.” (51)

Consideration: What is your own role in this call to consider the moral 

dimensions of the environment? Here it is important to once again 

consider your own sphere of influence and the potential integrated impact 

you could have as a result of your station. You may consider your vertical 

and horizon relationships in enterprise where you may be positioned to 

have impact by either policy, directive or influence.

8.	 Migrants and Immigration 

The encyclical also addresses immigration, urging greater cooperation 

among nations and governments to address its causes and effects. In a 
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message relevant to the debates in our own country, Pope Benedict says, “We 

are all witnesses of the burden of suffering, the dislocation and the aspirations 

that accompany the flow of migrants. The phenomenon, as everyone knows, 

is difficult to manage; but there is no doubt that foreign workers, despite any 

difficulties concerning integration, make a significant contribution to the economic 

development of the host country through their labour, besides that which they make 

to their country of origin through the money they send home. Obviously, these 

labourers cannot be considered as a commodity or a mere workforce. They must 

not, therefore, be treated like any other factor of production. Every migrant is a 

human person who, as such, possesses fundamental, inalienable rights that must be 

respected by everyone and in every circumstance. (62)

Consideration: Do you have a working knowledge of the Church’s 

position on migration/immigration? In today’s charged political 

environment, it is essential that you understand the position of our 

Church and our bishops; that this is not so much a political or economic 

question as it is a human and family one. Inform yourself, and know 

that you are obligated to speak out on this important and timely issue 

especially through avenues that may be uniquely available to you by virtue 

of position or circumstance.
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9.	 Work, Workers and Unemployment 

According to Caritas in Veritate, work remains at the center of Catholic 

Social teaching. “Being out of work or dependent on public or private assistance 

for a prolonged period undermines the freedom and creativity of the person and his 

family and social relationships, causing great psychological and spiritual suffering. 

I would like to remind everyone, especially governments engaged in boosting the 

world’s economic and social assets, that the primary capital to be safeguarded and 

valued is man, the human person in his or her integrity.”(25) The encyclical 

says, “In many cases, poverty results from a violation of the dignity of human 

work, either because work opportunities are limited (through unemployment or 

underemployment), or ‘because a low value is put on work and the rights that 

flow from it, especially the right to a just wage and to the personal security of the 

worker and his or her family.” 

Consideration: To what extent are you able to bring together your role as 

a business or professional person with your responsibility to honor and 

dignify employees while recognizing their rights as real stakeholders in 

your enterprise? In this day of a proliferation of rules and regulations there 

may be a tendency to diminish the workers’ role to that of something to be 

tolerated and managed. Let us not forget that work is an embodied element 
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of human dignity and that Christianity is profoundly practical in its grasp 

of both the visible and invisible hungers of the human experience.

Conclusion

 “As we contemplate the vast amount of work to be done, we are 

sustained by our faith that God is present alongside those who come 

together in his name to work for justice.” (78)

For the Catholic Association of Latino Leaders (CALL), these reflections 

represent a humble effort to carry out our mission to form, support and 

involve our members in living our faith in our own time and situation. As 

Pope Benedict warns: 

 “Insignificant matters are considered shocking, yet unprecedented 

injustices seem to be widely tolerated. While the poor of the world 

continue knocking on the doors of the rich, the world of affluence runs 

the risk of no longer hearing.” (75)

These considerations are merely a beginning in the formation of what our 

individual response to this encyclical must become. We hope they can help 

lead a renewed call for “love in truth” in our time and provide a US-Latino 
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perspective on Caritas in Veritate that has impact within and beyond our 

beloved Church. Our Holy Father calls us – you and me – to build an 

“economy of gratuitousness, ” meaning a spirit of unselfish generosity, of 

giving without an expected return, of compassion and care for others as an 

essential part of economic life.

Caritas in Veritate reminds us, that we can carry out our responsibilities as 

Catholic Hispanic leaders “only if God has a place in the public realm.” Accordingly, 

Pope Benedict calls for an ongoing dialogue between faith and reason:

“Reason always stands in need of being purified by faith…

religion always needs to be purified by reason in order to show its 

authentically human face.” (58)

For us, then, the call to practice “charity in truth” is essentially a work of faith 

which is anchored in prayer and shaped by Catholic teaching, rather than any 

secular or political ideology or economic theory.  

As members of the business and professional community in the United 

States, CALL members are uniquely positioned to use our commitment 

to our faith to be advocates for the Gospel – citizens positioned to form 
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public opinion and shape political solutions. This will take both courage and 

commitment. In this we recall Archbishop Charles Chaput’s admonition, 

“Christian faith is always personal but never private,” meaning that we 

cannot separate what we claim to be our private convictions from what we 

publicaly do, or fail to do. 

We therefore invite the members of CALL to develop their individual 

discerned response to Caritas in Veritate and to accept the challenge of our 

Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, which began with this reflection:

The current crisis obliges us to re-plan our journey, to set ourselves 

new rules and to discover new forms of commitment, to build on 

positive experiences and to reject negatives ones.  

The crisis thus becomes an opportunity for discernment, in which to 

shape a new vision for the future. 
 

– Caritas in Veritate, 21

May our Lord Jesus Christ, through the intercession of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, our Patroness, grant you peace.
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PART III

CALL’s Statement of Fidelity and Support
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Inspired as a result of our meetings with members of the curia in April 2010, 

we felt compelled to share our response to your letter, to renew our faith and 

express our fidelity to you and to the Magisterium of the Church.

As we seek to live our vocation of the laity we share with you these thoughts 

on how each member of CALL must respond to Caritas in Veritate.

In the United States today we find a rapidly changing environment 

especially on two critical fronts. First, the Church is changing due to the 

significant shift of demographics. Second, we are under a full scale assault on 

our Catholic identity on every political, social, and economic front. It is our 

belief, however, that the former may provide a solution, at least in part, to the 

challenges of the latter.

The threat to our Catholic identity comes from the secular and political 

forces that are hard at work to convince us that our Catholic identity is 

defined by titles, customs, rituals, and symbols. This is proving to be an 

effective strategy. Our challenge in the U.S. is to remind Catholics that the 

reality is this: our Catholic identity is defined by what we do. 

This identity is to be found and preserved in the laity upon whose very faith 

and competence the mission of the Church rests. This is why the individual 

response from each member of CALL to Caritas in Veritate is so important 

in the Church today.
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We would respectfully suggest, then, that at least part of the solution to this 

challenge may rest in the notion that the Church has the opportunity today 

to capitalize upon a tremendous resource of Catholic identity. We recall 

that Hispanics were the first Catholics of the New World and that elements 

of identity and history are uniquely embedded in our social, familial and 

cultural roots. This compels us to develop and strengthen lay initiatives and 

to support adequate pastoral care for this emerging presence which could 

help provide a foundation translatable to the Catholic community at-large 

for the benefit of our country and our Church.

Please know that you can count always on our prayers and support for you 

and your Petrine Ministry.

In the Peace of Christ Jesus,

Ruben M. Escobedo, CPA					  
Chairman							     
Catholic Association of Latino Leaders
U.S.A.

Robert Bernal Aguirre
President/Chief Executive Officer
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